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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-249

e HABS
WEST POPE HOUS RI,
L —PROV,
. rms . .- . ) . 1L6-
fddress: 97 Viilliams Street, Providence, Providence County,
Rhode Island.
Plat 16, lot 233. 36 Jilliams Street
in 1836; 54 villiams Street in 1857; 57 illiems
Street in 1832; 97 Williams Streest since 1895,
Present Qwner: Mrs. Phillip €. Kardy

Present, Qccupants: ir. and Mrs. Phillip ¢. Hardy and various tenanis.

Present Use: Regidence for owners with several rooms rented Lo
others.

Brief Statement This is an example of a mediwn large, brick house

of Significance: of about 1800. It is one of an unususl series of

houses built on ¥Williams Street at this time on
leased land with certein building resirictions
gtipulated in the lease,

PART T. HISTORICAL, INFORMATION

A.

Original and subsequent owners:

1797 Peles and Rebekah Williams appoint William Holroyd
as trustee and Yhereby acknowledge the love and affection
we bear to the family of saild Willlam Holroyd*...Deed Book
30, page 399 in Providence City Hall.

1798 §illiam Holroyd as attorney for Peles and Rebekah
Willlems leases Lo West Pope land bounded: S by Lshton 507
N 6 1/2" from and
parallel with
Williams Street 501
L by land this day
leased to Cromwell

Barney
Lease may be renewed and is leased for 20 years at $25 yearly
rental. TWest Pope is to erect & house, ouiside Lo be of

brick™...Deed Book 25, page 562 in Providence City Hall.

1801 FIRE RECORD To 'West Pope..Brick..3 side of street,

3 stories high.. 37' in front and 35 front to rear. 4 chimneys.
Generally keeps 3 fires. ZLightning rods are to be affixed

this Fall...Mss. fire insurance records of the Providence
siutual Insurance Company et the offices of the Providence
Washington Insurance (ompany, Providence, R. I. WVol. 1,

policy #101.
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1805 West Pope, bricklayer, for 34750 sells to Jonathan
ALddsms end sebedieh Lothrop, merchents, bounded:

3 oy John or Lshbon Street 300

YW ooy gengway and O Barney 2100

= by Adems & Lothrop and Reh filliams
with brick DYELLING HOUSE...Deed Book 29, page 300 in
Providence City Hall.

1806 sebediah Lothrop sells for %2000 to Jonothan fddams
Y81l my dinterest in house and land which grantors purchased
of Jlest Pope and where graniee now iives...Deed Book 30, pags
184 in Providence (ity Hell,

1809 Jonatvhan Adame sells for 52000 to West Pope 1,2
of lot of land and 1/2 of Brick DHELLING HOUSE standing
‘thereon. Bounded.

4 by Lane
5 by John Strest 50' to land belonging
w0 Zebedish Lotnrop _
N by Williams Street 50'...... Deed Book 30, page 223
in Providence City iall.

1807 FIRE RECORD To vest Pope for $1600..his part of
DWELLING HOUSE where he now lives. Brick..19' front..35'
front to rear. 3 stories high...AL3C Jonathan Addsms...
for $2400 E part of DHELLING HOUSE now owned by himself and
West Pope....iss. fire insurance records of the Providencs
wubual Insurance Company at the Rhode Island Historicel
Society, Providence, R, I. Vol. #2, policy #537.

1327 Richsrd %W Greene, ettorney, for Jonathan Addams,
sells for 54073.80 to Welcome & Burgess and 7illiam E (reene
the property bounded N by Williams Street and extends to
John 3treet, holding the width...Deed Book 54, page 174

in Providence City Hsll.

1833 Eleanor Burgess sells for 24250 to John H Clarke
land with buildings the premises being the same conveyed to
W R Greene and \ Burgess by Richard ¥ Greene as sssignees
of Jongthan idems in 1827...Deed Bouk 6%, pege 223 in
Providence ity Hall, '

1834 John H Claxke lives here and his family was here
until 1865

1843 John H Clarke to George B Holmes..an INDENTURE. ..
"alse bthe Homestead Estate fronting N on VWilliams Street’ ..
Deed Book 85, page 326 in Frovidence City Hall.
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1845 George B Holmes gives 2 quit claim to John B
Clarke Istele Ovcuplied by seld Clarke Boundsed:
h by ¥illiams Streed

5 Dy gangway
5 by lend of John D Jones
B by Bangwaey

el’J
.. Desd Book 97, psge 241, in Providence City Hall.

1903 Jennie Clorke sells to willism & Hutbtchinson loi
devised by wll‘ Lo grantor by her sisters Susan C and fmey
H Clarke =znd being same devised by thom by thelr father John
H Clerke conveyed to him by ileznor Burgess, being #233 on
Plat 16, ALS0 meaning bto relesse ownership adjoining ¥ (#491)
«oDezd Book 457, pege 271 in Providence Cily Hell,

1203 Williem 5 Rubtchinson to lisrriet L fidce guit cleims:
Property cn the & 5 {south side] of #illiams Street between
Benefit and Thayer on the 5/ E corner of Weighbors Lane,
Bounded:

S by George W Benedict 50!
i by Nelghbors Leng 1127
by Jennie (lerke
v by Willisms Street 507
It being the szme conveyed to grantor by Jennie M Clerke in
1903...Decd RBook 458, page 260 in Jrovidence City Hall.

e

—

1965 The property was taxed to Herriet L Pitmen wf of
Stephen i, It changes ownership several limes and was tazed
the following persons in the years designated

1914  Elena Brown 1952 Mary C V Simonds
1935 Hope H Hall 1983 W R Batity & wife Ruth
1947  Godfrey B Simonds 1955 Blanche P Burgess

end wi Mary
1955 Marjorie Hardy [Mrs. Phillip C Hardy]

Date of crection; 1798-1801

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey
for the Providence Preservalion Sociely
May 1963

’
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chitecturel charascter: This is an example of 2 medium
large, brick house of the period sbhout 1800,
AR ¥
2. Condition of fabric: Good,.

Techmieal) Description of Ixterior

L. Over-ell dimensions: HMein biock 37' (five~bay front)
x 3%', three stories high. Large later wing on the east

side exbtending well beyond the rear of the house, built
at giffeveni itimes, psrtly one story, parily two siories
hign.

2. Foundations: Fileldstone on sides and rear, regulaxy
cosrsed ashlar on the front

3. #all construciion: Brick, common bond; brick belt
courses between sitorles; siigitly projecting center
pavilion.

4o Porvches: Small, lster, Greek Revival entrance porch;
single, wood Doric column at each frond corner; flat
rilagters a2t the house wall,

4. Chimneys: Four brick chimneys in end walls of main
block, two in wing.

6., Openings:

g Doorways and doors: Doorway with side lights and
top light forms a part of the entrance porch. Six-
panel door, Greek Revival detail.

b. iindows: Double-hung windows, six-light szsh,
flat brick arches with molded brick Xeystones,
wood sills,

7. Roof:
a. Shape: ILow pitched hip roof,
b. Cornice: Heavy deep modillion cornice, probably

added later.
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Technical Descripiion of Interior

1. Floor plens: ain block: central-haell olan, four princi-
pal rooms per floor on all three flow s.

2. Stairways: Stelrway from first to second fioor ai rear
of ceniral hall, not originsgl., Stairway from second ito
third floor at front of centrzl hall is originsl, open
well, open string, straight run, light scale, molded
hand rail, slender recltaongular balusters, plain svep
ends.

3. TFlooring: Some original wide bosard fiooring on third
floor; flooring in most other areas replaced.

4. ¥all end ceiling finish: Flaster. Unusual coved ceilings
on third floor in central hallway, the four principal
rooms, and slso in two small rooms on either side of the
central hallwey. OSome molded or decorated ceiling cor-
nices.,

5. Doorways end doors: Double molded, mitered architraves
on doorweys., Six-panel doorg raised panels,

6. Trim: Jolided wood cheir rail. Psneled interior shutters
on windows.

7. Hergware: Heny original cese locks with drop latches
in place of knotsa.

8. Lighting: #lectric

9. Heating: Central hesting. Fireplaces remain in most
principal rooms, with one-story wood mantels typical
of the pericd, mostly with mantel shelves and deep
friezes, scome eslaborated wilh paneling and carved work.

Site: The house faces north on the sidewalk line on & nsrrow
level lot, narrow alley on the west, wing projects to the rear
av the east gide, small gerden at the southwest corner of the lot.

Prepered by Osmund R. Overby
Yale University
May 1963



